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Just Fair is a UK civil society organisation that works to achieve lasting, positive change through 
the promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural rights. The aims of Just Fair are to 
increase awareness and understanding of these rights; encourage UK governments and public 
authorities to respect, protect and fulfil these rights; and support individuals and groups to 
advocate for their rights. 

The submission by Just Fair responds to questions 9–12 of the Right to Food UK Commission’s 
call for evidence. It argues for the full incorporation of the right to food into UK law, grounded 
in international human rights standards, and sets out how such a right should function in 
practice. This is a summary of the full submission, which can be accessed here. 

We need a legal right to food incorporated into UK law  

It is important that the Commission is working towards achieving a right to food in domestic 
legislation. The right to food is important because: 

1. Human rights offer a universal, dignity based framework, which aim to counter 
exclusionary narratives and support cohesive communities. A right to food in the UK 
would apply to all people in the UK, irrespective of any status or characteristic.  

2. A legal duty provides clarity to duty-bearers based on established human rights 
principles and guarantees routes to redress for rights-holders. It shifts systems from 
crisis response toward prevention and accountability 

3. A domestically incorporated, legal right to food encourages and can require joined-up, 
preventative, and innovative policymaking across government and other duty bearers. 

4. Food insecurity is widespread and intersects with other rights, including the right to 
health, education, culture, religion, housing, and just and favourable conditions of work. 
Realising the right to food will have a positive knock-on effect on the realisation of these 
other rights.  

5. Certain groups—including Disabled people, women, and single parent households—
face disproportionate violations of their right to food; a legal right requires 
non-discrimination and targeted action.  

What the right to food entails  

The right to food consists of four core elements, all of which must be considering in realising 
this right. They are: availability, accessibility, adequacy and sustainability.  

Taking the four elements together situates food as something that is about the health and well-
being of those who consume the food, but also the conditions for those producing, preparing 
and serving food, and the impact our production of food has on current and future generations. 

 

How UK right to food legislation should work in practice  

https://justfair.org.uk/
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It is Just Fair’s position that due to the interdependence of rights, all rights within the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights should be incorporated into UK 
law. However, the work of this Committee focuses on the right to food and in our submission we 
make the assumption that the Committee will recommend a stand-alone piece of legislation – a 
Right to Food Act – or similar. On this basis, we would propose that such an Act should apply 
across the UK, as with the Human Rights Act 1998. We propose that such an Act should include 
the following:  

a. Duties on public bodies 
• Beginning with a duty to have due regard, giving institutions time to embed new 

processes. 
• Within two years, introduce an additional duty to comply, requiring: 

o Delivery of Minimum Core Obligations 
o Demonstration of progressive realisation 

b. Non-discrimination 
• Incorporate a clause similar to Article 14 ECHR. 
• Allow Ministers to add new protected groups over time. 

c. Interpretive clause 
Ensure domestic law cannot limit higher international standards, but also that domestic law 
can call upon international standards. 
 

Mainstreaming mechanisms  

To embed the right into everyday decision-making, and so ensure many potential violations of 
the right to food don’t occur in the first place the Act should require: 

• Relevant Ministers to draft Human Rights Schemes for the Right to Food 
• Statements of compatibility for all relevant Bills (including a requirement to 

demonstrate that consultation has taken place with those with lived experience).  
• Human Rights Impact Assessments – which could be combined with requirements 

to produce similar documents under other legislation.  
• Use of parliamentary committees with responsibility for human rights across UK 

nations and jurisdictions for scrutiny 

Monitoring progress  

In addition to the points above, their should be a reporting duty for listed authorities as part of 
the Bill. Such reporting should not be reporting on activity itself, but on activity or decisions that 
have led to the realisation of the right to food, as determined, and evidenced through 
participation of people whose right is most at risk. Reports should be: 

• Be accessible and inclusive 
• Be shaped and informed by people with lived experience 
• Be subject to oversight by bodies such as the Equality and Human Rights 

Commission, Scottish Human Rights Commission or Northern Ireland Human 
Rights Commission. 

• Potentially connect to a new Ombudsman or Commissioner for enforcement. 

Ensuring accountability through genuine participation  



The submission stresses that participation from those with lived experience of rights 
violations and those delivering food systems (e.g., caterers, farm workers) must be genuine if 
it is to be impactful. We included a list of four general principles including that this work must 
be: sustained, co-produced, trauma-informed, properly resourced, non-extractive and ongoing. 

Access to justice  

Much of our submission focuses on ‘upstreaming’ justice, so that violations of the right to food 
can be prevented before they occur. However, sometimes things will go wrong,  and accessing 
justice is often a difficult and burdensome task. We have a number of recommendations to 
make this less burdensome: 

• Making the access to justice journey easier to navigate – including by having a central 
contact point or national hub for human rights advice and training of frontline workers 
to identify rights violations. 

• Support  for those who have experienced a violation of their rights through independent 
advocacy 

• Strong protections against victimisation for those who does raise complaints – 
including ensuring allowing organisations with ‘sufficient interest’ to bring cases.  

• Providing for both structural and hybrid remedies to address systemic failings and the 
underlying issues. This is about ensuring the individual rights holder can access justice, 
but also to ensure the issue is fixed so that others do not suffer the same experience.   

 

 

 

 

For further information please contact Helen Flynn, Head of Programmes and Partnerships: Just 
Fair: helen.flynn@justfair.org.uk  
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