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The right to health: executive summary 
The right to health

We all have the right to health. This means everyone should be able to get good quality

healthcare services, no matter who they are.  

The right to health means everyone should have the basic things that support their health.

Health is shaped by our everyday living conditions. These include: 

 

A safe, warm and clean home 

Healthy food  

Parks and green spaces 

Fair and safe jobs 

Good relationships 

Enough money  

A clean and healthy environment 

The problem

The right to health is in danger in the UK.  In the UK some people are more likely than others to

be ill or will find it harder to get good healthcare services.  

This is because:  

The UK Government is not spending enough money to make sure that everyone can get

good healthcare.  

There are not enough good quality healthcare services for everyone, and it is becoming

harder for people to get the care that they need.  

More private companies are involved in the delivery of healthcare.  This can mean that the

quality of some health services are not always as good as they should be.   

It is harder for some groups of people to get good healthcare or to have the things that they

need to be well. This can be for a lot of different reasons such as:  

 

 

 

racism 

poverty 

bad housing  

migration rules 

climate change 2



The solution 

To try to help solve this problem, the right to health should be thought about in all

health laws (including other laws that might link to health), health policies and

decisions about health. One of the reasons that this is not happening is because we do

not have strong enough laws in the UK to fully protect the right to health.

  

Here is a summary of the legal protections for the right to health in the UK:  

Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA): 

This is a law in the UK that protects certain types of human rights, often described as

civil and political rights. Some of these rights are very important to health such as the

right to have a say about our lives (Article 8) or our right to be free from serious harm

(Article 3). This law is part of the legal system in the UK.  

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR): 

The UK Government signed up to this in 1976. This is a United Nations (UN) agreement

that says that everyone should have the basic things they need to live a good life. This

includes the right to health (Article 12). However, this is an international law, and it is

not part of the UK legal system. This means that we cannot take a case to court in the

UK if our right to health is not being looked after. But the UK Government does need to

tell the United Nations how it is protecting people’s right to health in the UK.  

Equality Act 2010 (EA): 

This is a law which says that all people should be treated fairly. In this law, there is a

rule which says that when public bodies make decisions they need to think about how

this could affect people with less money than others. This is called the socio-economic

duty. However, at the moment this rule does not have to be followed in England and

Northern Ireland. This is because the UK Government haven’t switched on (enacted)

this rule yet in England and Northern Ireland.  
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To create stronger legal protections for the right to health we need the UK

Government to:

Make the International Covenant of Economic and Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)

part of UK law. This would make it easier to check the UK Government is thinking about

and looking after the right to health. It would also make it more likely that the UK

Government thinks about the right to health in its policies.  

Switch on the socio-economic duty in the Equality Act in England and Northern Ireland

(this is known as “enacting” the duty).  

Find out more

Read Just Fair’s full Right to health in the UK report. Unfortunately there is currently no plain

language version of the full report. 

Visit Just Fair’s right to health webpage to find out more about the right to health and our

right to health campaign.  
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