Key messages

Campaigning for the right to health

The right to health

Healthcare must be
accessible, acceptable,
available, timely and high-
quality for everyone.

The UK is legally bound to

The right to health means
access to all necessary services
- prevention, treatment,
rehabilitation, and education.

Health policies must uphold

Governments must fund strong
public healthcare through fair
and progressive taxation.

Factors such as stigma - as well

protect and fulfil the right to

health, so laws and policies

must put the right to health
at their core.

as digital, informational, cost,
accessibility, and availability
barriers - can all reduce access
to healthcare services.

principles of human rights such
as participation, accountability,
equality, and legal protection.

Budget cuts must never come
at the expense of people’s right
to accessible, acceptable,
available, and high-quality
healthcare.

No one should experience . .
Poverty, inadequate housing,

low wages, and lack of green
spaces harm our physical and
mental health.

barriers to healthcare due to
cost, distance, or a lack of
accessibility, availability, or
information.

The right to health in the UK

Privatisation and
commercialisation are having
negative effects on the
provision of quality health and
social care that meets the
needs of all.

The UK Government has not
The availability, accessibility
and quality of publicly provided
healthcare are deteriorating.

been sufficiently resourcing
the provision of quality
healthcare that meets the
needs of all.

Increasing racism, poverty, poor The current system is repeatedly failing specific groups,
housing conditions, and the effects
of migration status and climate
change are negatively impacting
certain groups’ and communities’
access to both healthcare and

healthy living environments.

including Disabled people, Gypsy, Roma and Travellers, migrants,

refugees and those seeking asylum, LGBTI+ people, low-income
families, people in precarious employment, children, female-
headed households, those living in remote areas, and people

belonging to ethnic, religious or other minorities.
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Call to action:

Economic, social and cultural rights, It is time for everyone in the UK to

including the right to health, must have access to quality healthcare,
be fully incorporated into UK adequate living and working
domestic law and effectively conditions, and a healthy environment

implemented. - not as a privilege but as a right.

Community organisations and activists can tailor these messages to the specific needs of

their audience, issue, population or geographical area.
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