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Update to the Friends Families and Travellers September 2022 evidence.  

The right to an adequate standard of living  

Update to Caravan Count stats 

There is a chronic shortage of Gypsy and Traveller sites which the Government have failed 

to address. According to the Government Caravan Count figures, between January 2014 

and January 2024 there was a decrease of 102 permanent pitches1, 2. The 2024 July 

Caravan Count found 3,658 caravans without a place to stop3.  

New evidence on local authority site provision  

A 2023 research report, ‘Kicking the can down the road4, found that out of the 100 planning 

authorities which formed part of the research, 64% had failed to allocate Gypsy and Traveller 

sites as part of their development process. Furthermore, the report found that of the 149 

socially provided sites across the 100 Local Planning Authorities, 119 were built before 

1994, with only 30 built since then (after the duty to provide sites had been revoked). The 

research indicates that the existence of a statutory duty is essential in ensuring that local 

authorities meet their assessed need for Gypsy and Traveller pitches in England. 

New evidence on site conditions  

Many Gypsy and Traveller sites are in a state of disrepair, presenting serious health and 

safety risks to residents. County Council owned Gypsy and Traveller sites are not covered 

by the Housing Ombudsman Scheme, so when councils fail to address complaints of 

disrepair, residents have nowhere to turn. Furthermore, there are no clear protections for 

residents living on Gypsy and Traveller sites in the Social Housing Regulation Act 2023. 

Overall, there is an absence of effective protections and accountability mechanisms to 

challenge poor site conditions and site disrepair.  

Research carried out in 2024 found5; 

• Almost four in 10 sites in Great Britain are within 50 metres of at least one environmental 

hazard and more than half are within 100 metres.  

• Among the 167 councils who responded, around three quarters (73%) had received 

environmental complaints from Gypsy and Traveller sites within their areas.  

 
1 Caravan Count (2024)  
2 Caravan Count (2014)  
3 ibid  
4 Ruston (2023)  
5 Bloch & Quarmby (2024)  

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F665efb2a8f90ef31c23ebdb3%2FTraveller_caravan_count_live_tables_January_2024_count_-_FINAL_04_June_2024.ods&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F5a7dd4afe5274a5eb14e7732%2F20140522_Table_2.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Oak-Project-Report_links.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/02610183241229053


 
• The most frequent complaint related to vermin – of those councils that had received 

complaints around half (51%) had complained about vermin, followed by waste (38%).  

The Office for National Statistics ‘lived experience’ research with Gypsies and Travellers in 

20226 revealed poor living conditions among those living on sites, including fly tipping, 

vermin infestation, proximity to environmental hazards, damp and leaks in communal 

facilities and the general need for disrepair. Research participants reported that the local 

authority often failed to deal with these issues in a timely manner 7 

High court ruling on the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 

In January 2024 a judicial review was brought by Romany Gypsy, Wendy Smith, who 

challenged amendments to the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act made by the Police, 

Crime Sentencing and Courts Act. Following this challenge in 2024, the High Court ruled8,9 

that certain provisions contained within the Act are incompatible with the Human Rights Act 

1998, as they amount to unjustified discrimination against Gypsies and Travellers. 

Subsequently, Parliament should amend the relevant provisions. Although, this dilution of 

the Act in line with the judgment may ease the burden on Gypsies and Travellers subject to 

these powers, the powers and sanctions contained within the Act remain disproportionate 

and discriminatory, given the national shortage of sites for Gypsies and Travellers to stop on 

and existing police powers. At the time of writing the Government have not confirmed their 

position with regard to amending this legislation in line with the ruling.  

Court of Appeal ruling on the Planning Policy for Traveller Sites definition of a ‘Traveller’. 

The 2015 definition was challenged in 2022 in the Court of Appeal10 and the Court of Appeal 

ruled that, “the nature of the discrimination…was the negative impact on those Gypsies and 

Travellers who had permanently ceased to travel due to old age or illness, but who lived or 

wanted to live in a caravan. This discrimination was inextricably linked to their ethnic 

identity.” Ther Government have subsequently reverted back (2023) to the previous, more 

inclusive definition.  

Supreme Court ruling on the use of wide injunctions against encampments  

In November 2023 the Supreme Court ruled11 that newcomer injunctions were an equitable 

remedy in some cases, they recognised that wide injunctions have a negative impact on 

Gypsies’ and Travellers’ ability to pursue a nomadic way of life and issued strict guidance to 

local authorities applying to the courts for injunctions. “We have considerable doubt as to 

whether it could ever be justifiable to grant a Gypsy or Traveller injunction which is directed 

to persons unknown, including newcomers, and extends over the whole borough or for 

 
6 Office for National Statistics (2022)  
7 Based on 48 life history interviews with community members. 
8 Smith v SSHD & Orgs (2024)  
9 Garden Court Chambers (2024)  
10 See full judgement: Smith v Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities & Anor [2022] EWCA Civ 
1391  
11 Friends Families and Travellers (2023)  

https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/news/planning-definition-of-traveller-ruled-discriminatory/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/bulletins/gypsiesandtravellerslivedexperienceshomesenglandandwales/2022#living-conditions
https://assets.caselaw.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ewhc/admin/2024/1137/ewhc_admin_2024_1137.pdf
https://www.gardencourtchambers.co.uk/news/high-court-issues-declaration-of-incompatibility-finding-that-provisions-in-the-police-act-unlawfully-discriminate-against-gypsies-and-travellers
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2022/1391.html
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2022/1391.html
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/news/supreme-court-rules-wide-injunctions-have-negative-impact-on-ability-to-pursue-nomadic-way-of-life/


 
significantly more than a year. Therefore, wide injunctions remain, but their use and scope is 

restricted. 

Planning application approval rates  

The Government ‘planning application statistics’ show the approval rates of planning 

applications for Traveller pitches, commercial, residential and household developments. The 

quarterly data for the last three years shows a consistent and significant disparity in the 

average approval rates for Traveller pitches (51%) compared with all other types of 

development (83%) highlighting clear discrimination within the planning system. See 

evidence attached. 

The right to physical and mental health  

Correction on life expectancy stat in health section 

In previous evidence sent to Just Fair we included the following stat - ‘Gypsy and Traveller 

people have life expectancies between ten and 25 years less than the general population.’ 

However, the source for this cannot be verified and so we are replacing this stat with this 

statement – ‘because of a lack of national disaggregated health data on Gypsies and 

Travellers, there is scarce reliable data on life expectancy comparison between Gypsies and 

Travellers and the general population. The most notable research is the Leeds Baseline 

2004-2005 study which found that of the 1071 people who identified as Gypsy/Traveller, the 

average life expectancy was 50 years, compared with an average life expectancy of 78 

years in the general Leeds population. 

The right to education 

Updated education and exclusion stats 

Gypsy, Roma and Traveller pupils have the lowest educational attainment, at all key stages 

up to and including KS4, of any ethnic group in the UK12: 

• In the 2021 to 2022 school year, only 15% of ‘Gypsy/Roma’ pupils and 16% of ‘Irish 

Traveller’ pupils met the expected standard in KS2 reading, writing and maths combined 

for 10 to 11-year-olds (compared to 59% of all). 

• In the 2021 to 2022 school year, only 8.5% of ‘Gypsy/Roma’ pupils got a grade 5 or above 

in GCSE English and Maths, and 14.4% of ‘Irish Travellers’ (compared to 49.8% for all). 

• ‘Gypsy/Roma’ (67%) and ‘Irish Traveller’ (72%) pupils were the least likely to stay in 

education after GCSE’s. 

For the 2021-2022 school year, the Government data shows that ‘Gypsies/Roma’13 and ‘Irish 

Travellers’ had the highest rates of suspension and permanent exclusion compared with 

other ethnicities. The suspension rate by ethnicity for ‘all’ was 6.91 compared with 25.63 for 

 
12 ‘Education Skills and Training’ Gov.uk  
13  The Department of Education report on ethnicity in schools under the categories of ‘Romany Gypsy/Roma’ and 
‘Irish Traveller’. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-applications-statistics
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Leeds-Baseline-Census-Maureen-Baker-Leeds-REC-2004.pdf
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Leeds-Baseline-Census-Maureen-Baker-Leeds-REC-2004.pdf
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/education-skills-and-training/


 
‘Gypsy/Roma’ pupils and 19.34 for ‘Irish Traveller’ pupils14,15. The rates of permanent 

exclusion for ‘all’ were 0.08, compared with 0.31 for Gypsy/Roma and Irish Travellers16. 

Racially motivated bullying  

The factors which influence education outcomes are complex and must be understood within 

the context of discrimination and exclusion. Many Gypsy, Roma and Traveller children 

experience racist bullying and prejudicial treatment within educational institutions. A survey 

conducted by Friends, Families and Travellers in 201917 asked Gypsy, Roma and Traveller 

young people what the biggest challenge they faced in school was. 86% of pupils reported 

the biggest challenge at school is bullying, followed by racism at 73%. 

The right to work  

Stats from 2021 Census on economic activity    

Data released in the 2021 Census revealed high economic vulnerability among Gypsy, 

Roma and Traveller people in England and Wales18, 19. 

• 53% of Gypsies and Travellers who responded to the Census were ‘economically 

inactive’ the highest of any other ethnic groups in England and Wales20. 

• 56.8% of Gypsies or Irish Travellers and 30.9% of Roma had "No qualifications", 

compared with 18.2% of the population of England and Wales. 

• Only 41% of Gypsies or Irish Travellers were employed compared with 70.9% of the 

general population.  

• Gypsies or Irish Travellers had significantly higher rates of self-employment (26%) 

compared with the general population 15%21 in 2011, but there has been a decline since 

then with the 2021 Census revealing a decrease to 15%. 

• 24% of Gypsies or Irish Travellers and 28.5% of Roma were working in ‘elementary’ 

occupations, compared with 10% for the general population.  

• Gypsies and Travellers provided the highest levels of unpaid care of 50 hours or more 

compared with all other ethnic groups. 

The most common reasons Gypsies and Travellers were economically inactive was due to 

caring responsibilities (18%) or long-term illness or disability (15%). The Census showed 

that Gypsies and Travellers were more than twice as likely to report bad or very bad health, 

while 1 in 6 of those who identified as a Gypsy or Traveller were ‘disabled’ and ‘limited a lot’ 

within their daily activities by a long-term physical or mental condition.  

 
14 Rates are calculated using the number of pupils in January each year and the number of suspensions in the whole 
school year. For example, a suspension rate of 11.22% is the equivalent of 1,122 suspensions for every 10,000 pupils 
15 ‘Ethnicity Facts and Figures: suspensions’ Gov.uk  
16 ‘Ethnicity facts and figures: exclusions’ Gov.uk  
17 Friends, Families and Travellers (2019)  
18 ‘Gypsy and Traveller populations’ Census data (2021)  
19 The 2021 Census data on Roma varies significantly depending on the main language spoken. 
20 ‘Ethnic group differences’ Census (2021) 
21 ‘Gypsy and Traveller populations’ Census data (2011) 

https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/education-skills-and-training/absence-and-exclusions/pupil-exclusions/latest/
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/education-skills-and-training/absence-and-exclusions/permanent-exclusions/latest/
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/attachments/GRT%20report%20FINAL%20rebranded.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/ethnicity/articles/gypsyoririshtravellerpopulationsenglandandwales/census2021#labour-market
file:///C:/Users/VictoriaGilmore/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/4INKZB9E/•https:/www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/ethnicity/articles/ethnicgroupdifferencesinhealthemploymenteducationandhousingshowninenglandandwalescensus2021/2023-03-15
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peoplenotinwork/unemployment/articles/2011census/2013-11-29

