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What are the issues that you/your organisation and the people you work
with are facing?

The majority of people in the UK continue to struggle with the aftermath of the
pandemic, the cost of living and deepening inequality. At the same time, we have seen
the big four banks rake in record annual profits of over £44 billion' alongside the highest
level of FTSE 100 CEQ pay on record.? By 2023, the richest 50 families in the UK held
more wealth - £466 billion - than half of the UK population comprising 33.5 million
people.®In 2022, incomes for the poorest 14 million people fell by 7.5%, whilst incomes
for the richest fifth saw a 7.8% increase.” Excessive income and wealth accumulation
does not happen in a vacuum, and it has a damaging impact on society as a whole. As
our recent The Spirit Level at 15 ° report outlines, high and entrenched levels of
inequality are directly linked to a wide range of social ills, from higher rates of
imprisonment and poor mental health to eroded trust within society.

Through our Community Reporting work we have seen a range of issues facing our
co-production participants, from the impact of austerity in Birmingham, to members
of the Gyspy, Roma and Traveller community experiencing discrimination in healthcare
access, and young people feeling fearful about their future prospects in an increasingly
insecure and precarious world. We need to see a more equitable distribution of income,
wealth and power in society in order for people to be able to have their everyday rights
to food, housing, social security, healthcare, work and education respected and
actualised.

What has gone wrong? What are the barriers people face to accessing
their rights?

Through our Community Reporting projects we have gathered a range of stories from
people with lived experience from those who are at the sharp end of inequality and
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government austerity policies. For example our Conversations of Change project in
Birmingham® found numerous examples of Article 11 - the right to an adequate standard
of living being contravened. One participant said:

“l' think that the cost of living has affected my life because everything's gone up: food, gas,
and electricity. It's caused me to not be able to pay all of my bills. Because | was struggling
with paying [and ] feeding my kids, and having enough gas and electricity to be able to
wash my clothes, | got into debt and had to come and live in a hotel.”

This person’s story is emblematic of the current housing crisis in the UK, which is
particularly acute in cities like Birmingham. There are 5,100 households living in
Temporary Accommodation in Birmingham, and there were 1,904 homeless
presentations in the first 3 months of 2024 and the city has 23,500 people on the social
housing waiting list.” We want to see increased public investment in the construction
and maintenance of quality social housing to meet growing demand and help reduce
housing costs. The Right to Buy social housing should be abolished and the
maintenance and modernisation of social housing prioritised, to ensure they remain
good-quality homes for all.

Another participant spoke about the anxiety and mental health impacts of financial
struggles whilst raising children.

"Well, I'm just constantly thinking about what | need to do to achieve this. If  haven't got it,
it's stressful. I'm trying not to let it affect me mentally, but that's difficult because I've got
children to look after. When you have children to care for, it's no longer just about you. If it
were just me, | could probably ride it and just say, 'You know, I'll be cold tonight.” But when
you're worried about your children being cold, it's a whole different kind of worry.
Sometimes | feel really upset when the kids go to bed, and | just think, ‘God, | made it
through another day.”

In Birmingham, 145,386 children—48.3% of the city’s youth—are living in poverty,
marking the highest rate of child poverty of any UK local authority. Since 2014/15, child
poverty in Birmingham has risen by 42,689, an increase of 12.8%. Birmingham also has
some of the highest rates of child poverty by parliamentary constituency, with over half
of constituencies having a child poverty rate of over 50%. Children that grow up in
poverty are more likely to develop diseases in childhood such as asthma and are more
likely to experience poor health in later life, as well as being less likely to achieve the
standard educational benchmarks at age 11.° Removing the punitive two child limit on
benefit would instantly lift 300,000 children out of poverty and would mean 700,000
children would be in less deep poverty.'

f Conversations of Change Birmingham - Equality Trust
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What needs to change to make the situation better for the people/person
impacted?

Inclusive participatory governance: Adopt a co-production approach where
communities are involved in agenda-setting, participatory budgeting, implementation,
and monitoring of policies. Ensure the inclusion of youth, trade unions, feminist
organisations, racial justice organisations, people from different classes, people with
disabilities, and other marginalised groups in the development of these policies to
ensure inequalities do not widen.

Put wellbeing at the heart of our economy: Shift the national measure of success away
from the pursuit of unsustainable economic growth and crude GDP metrics and focus
instead on providing a high quality of life for all within ecological limits. The measure
should be replaced with a broader suite of indicators that capture multidimensional
wellbeing, including health, education, inequality, environmental quality, and subjective
well being.

Commencement of the Socio-economic Duty (SED): The SED, as outlined in Section 1
of the Equality Act 2010, is a tool designed to reduce inequalities of outcome resulting
from socioeconomic disadvantage. Despite its potential, this duty has not been
enacted in England, although it has been successfully implemented in Scotland and
Wales. All public bodies should be required to conduct Socioeconomic Impact
Assessments as part of their decision-making processes. These assessments should
evaluate how proposed policies, programmes, and projects will affect inequalities of
outcome that result from socioeconomic disadvantage. These assessments must be
accompanied by mandatory action plans, to demonstrate progress on inequality
reduction. To ensure compliance and effective implementation of the SED, a dedicated
body such as the Equality Hub or the EHRC should be adequately resourced to
proactively enforce the duty. Implementation frameworks must include guidance and
resources for meaningful participation for those most impacted by socioeconomic
disadvantage.

How can/could this be changed?

Delivering Universal Basic Services can play a key role in ensuring every personin the
UK has their economic, social and cultural rights protected. Entitlement to public
services must be guaranteed based on need, not ability to pay, which will allow every
person to participate fully in society. Governments must build on current public
healthcare and education systems and improve quality and access. This model should
be extended to guarantee universal access to a range of other essential public services,
including public transport, water, energy, education, health, connectivity, and housing.
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We also advocate for the introduction of a School Meals Act that mandates the
provision of nutritious school meals and better integrates nutrition education into the
school curriculum. The program could be modelled similarly to Japan’s Shokuiku
program. This way no child will go hungry and would protect articles 12 and 13, the right
to health - physical and mental and the right to education.

The UK'’s social security system is inadequate and requires significant reform in order
for the UK to be fully compliant with Article 9 - the right to social security. Existing
welfare policies need to be revised to end poverty-increasing caps (such as the
two-child limit), end conditionalities, and end punitive sanctions, particularly for
vulnerable populations, people with disabilities and those with caregiving
responsibilities.

Universal Credit must have an Essentials Guarantee so that the basic rate covers life
essentials, including food, household bills, disability aids, and travel cost. To guarantee
that no one falls between the cracks, the transformation must replace one-size-fits-all
methods with the proper combination of targeted population-focused programmes and
universal policies. One of our participants in Birmingham said “now basic necessities
feel like luxuries”and another participant described their situation as a “cost of
surviving”rather than a cost of living crisis."

We would like to see the creation of an integrated social protection system. This
would involve the coordination and integration of various components including
childcare, elderly care services and pensions, disability benefits, and affordable
housing into a coherent, rights-based national social protection system. Co-production
has an important role to play in developing solutions to the multitude of challenges
faced by communities. We want to create mechanisms and closed feedback loops for
communities to actively participate in identifying needs, designing services on how
best to meet them, and overseeing their delivery through co-production processes.

Investing in social infrastructure to increase ‘social wealth’ to ensure that people are
able to access and enjoy their cultural rights as outlined in Article 15. This can be
achieved by supporting a wide range of Third Spaces, including public libraries,
community gardens, and placemaking workshops to preserve and uphold public areas
and encourage interclass mixing and social connection. Enact policies that support the
development and sustainability of Third Spaces, including tax incentives for
organisations that provide community-oriented spaces and funding for public Third
Spaces.
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