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Just Fair is the only UK-wide civil society organisation (CSO) focusing on everyday

human rights - economic, social and cultural rights (ESCR) - in the UK. Our goal is

for ESCR to be incorporated into domestic law, and for the UK Government and

public authorities to be effectively held to account in relation to their human

rights obligations. 

We are asking people and organisations to send us written evidence on their

experience of their everyday rights – like food, housing, social security,

healthcare, work and education – and what changes they think we need to see in

the UK. We want to use this evidence to inform a report we are writing to a UN

Committee, though we may also use evidence you send us in other reports or

submissions we make (with proper attributions).

The UN Committee
The United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (the UN

Committee) will be examining the UK Government in February 2025 for how well

or poorly it has made sure that people have their everyday rights – like a decent

home and job, having enough to eat, access to quality healthcare, and the chance

to learn. These rights are contained in an international treaty called the

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR).

Before the UN Committee examines the UK Government, it asks for civil society

organisations and others to tell them what the situation is like on the ground in

the UK. We do this by submitting a written report. 

To write this report, we are asking you to send your evidence to us so we can

gather it all together into a single report and send it to the UN Committee. 

Please note our report can only be 15 pages long, so although we will read and

consider everything we receive, we won’t be able to include it all. We have listed

some key areas/topics on page 5 that we need to highlight in our report.

After the UN Committee examines the situation in the UK it will produce a report

which lays out what the main issues are and makes recommendations for how the

UK can do better. This is a powerful document and the whole review process is an

important way to hold the UK Government accountable for where it has failed to

make sure we all have our everyday rights fulfilled. 

You may remember that in January 2023 Just Fair sent a report to the first stage

of the Committee's review, informed by evidence from groups across the UK.

We're now in the final stages of the review and so it’s time to send in a second,

final report. If you submitted to our 2023 report, we want to hear from you about

what’s changed in the past two years. If we haven’t heard from you yet, we would

still like you to be involved.

Background

1

https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/ICESCR-plain-v2.pdf
https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Just-Fair-Report-to-CESCR-PSWG-Jan-2023.pdf
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UN Committee’s review process
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Do
Be brief. Our final report to the UN Committee will be very short – only 15 pages long. This

means that we are asking you to try to be as brief and concise as possible in your evidence

and to send us a maximum of 4 pages (with text no smaller than size 12 font). 

Be aware that we won’t be able to include everything we receive in our reports. But we will

read and consider everything. 

Send us written evidence in English in a Word document. 

Send us information on what is happening in England, or across the UK as a whole. 

Make sure any evidence you provide is properly referenced if possible. This may include

telling us the title, author, and date if it’s a publication, or it may mean telling us when,

where and by whom a quotation was gathered if it’s direct testimony from a person with

lived experience of rights violations (please don’t include any personal details about a

person providing testimony; i.e. you can quote someone as anonymous). 

Link to reports – but also write a short summary highlighting the key parts of the report(s)

we should focus on. 

Send us information about things that have happened since 2016 (as this is the timeframe

set by the UN) – however we are particularly interested in hearing about things that have

happened since we last sent a report to the UN Committee in January 2023. 

Send us evidence if you submitted to our 2023 report, we want to hear from you about

what’s changed in the past 2 years. 

Send us evidence even if you didn’t submit to our 2023 report – we would love to hear from

you. 

Send us evidence of lived, living or learned experience, or any mixture of these. We really

welcome evidence from people with direct experience as we value all forms of knowledge

and experience. 

Note that we will be publishing all evidence we are sent by people writing in a professional

capacity on our website. We will not publish evidence written in a personal capacity but

might approach people to ask for express permission to include quotations in our reports. 

Send all submissions to icescr@justfair.org.uk by 17:00 on Monday 30 September 2024 along

with your organisation’s logo (where applicable), a signed privacy notice and complete our

question sheet. We won’t be able to include any evidence sent to us after this date. 

What to send – dos and don’ts
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https://justfair.org.uk/its-time-for-answers-new-report-on-the-state-of-economic-social-and-cultural-rights-in-the-uk/
mailto:icescr@justfair.org.uk
https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Project-Privacy-Notice-CfE-Sep-2024.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLywb0CCLnzVWF_Ns6a3c-x0tEuszy9U3RE1HI3LeoieApvw/viewform?usp=sf_link


Don’t
Send us evidence in languages other than English. Unfortunately, we don’t have the capacity

or resources to receive evidence in other languages.

Send us evidence that relates directly only to Wales, Scotland or Northern Ireland. If you

have evidence about issues in these nations/jurisdictions, please email us on

icescr@justfair.org.uk and we’ll put you in touch with colleagues who are writing reports on

those specific areas.

Send us links to reports without an accompanying short summary highlighting key parts of

the report(s) we should focus on.

Worry about referencing your evidence if what you’re providing is your own experience – if

this is the case please simply add “lived or personal experience” in brackets after the

information. 

Send us information about things that happened before 2016. 

What to send – dos and don’ts
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mailto:icescr@justfair.org.uk


You can take one of two different approaches to writing your

submission. You can either write it as a narrative or you can write it

by answering the questions on page 6. If you are writing a narrative,

we’d suggest you still read the questions as they illustrate the key

things we need to highlight in our report.  

Either way here’s some areas we would particularly like to hear

about. You can include as many or few as suits you:

The rights contained within the UN Covenant on Economic, Social

and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) – you can read our plain English version

here. These include:

Worker’s rights – including just and favourable conditions of work

and trade union rights.

Right to social security - including the UK welfare system.

Right to an adequate standard of living – including food, housing

and clothing.

Right to health – both physical and mental.

Right to education – primary, secondary, and tertiary/further. 

Protecting the family - including social care. 

Particular groups and communities of people who experience

additional barriers to their rights – give us examples of who these

groups are and how their experiences differ from the rest of the

population. This is about equality and non-discrimination. 

Fair taxation, the climate emergency, social security/welfare

benefits. These are areas we identified in our last report to the UN

Committee that we would really like to hear more about. 

How all these things intersect and interact with each other. We know

people don’t live their lives in neat little boxes and we want our

report, insofar as possible, to reflect this reality. 

How to write your submission
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/ICESCR-plain-v2.pdf
https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/ICESCR-plain-v2.pdf
https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Just-Fair-Report-to-CESCR-PSWG-Jan-2023.pdf
https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Just-Fair-Report-to-CESCR-PSWG-Jan-2023.pdf


For those who would prefer to create their submission by answering our questions

we have laid them out below. Answer as many or as few as suits you.

What are the issues that you/your organisation and the people you work with

are facing?

1.

What are the human rights impacted by this issue? (see here for our Plain

English version of our everyday rights and also check out this infographic)

2.

What has gone wrong? What are the barriers people face to accessing their

rights?

3.

Who is responsible for the situation? Who has a duty to make things right?4.

What needs to change to make the situation better for the people/person

impacted?

5.

How can/could this be changed? 6.

If the issue you are raise relates to the right to health, please consider the

following additional questions:

Do you have anything specific to add on access to healthcare? 1.

Do you have any comment on how the issues highlighted impact health and

wellbeing?

2.

Questions to answer
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What to send - checklist
By 17:00 on Monday 30 September 2024 please send the following to

icescr@justfair.org.uk

Your written submission of no more than 4 pages.

Your organisation’s logo (where available)

A signed copy of our privacy notice. 

A completed question sheet. (Your response will be sent to us directly.)

If you have any questions throughout this process, please get in touch with us at

icescr@justfair.org.uk.

https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/ICESCR-plain-v2.pdf
https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/ICESCR-plain-v2.pdf
https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Toolkit-Asylum-Accom-graphics.pdf
mailto:icescr@justfair.org.uk
https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Project-Privacy-Notice-CfE-Sep-2024.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLywb0CCLnzVWF_Ns6a3c-x0tEuszy9U3RE1HI3LeoieApvw/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:icescr@justfair.org.uk


Just Fair will be running a session to walk you through the CESCR process and how

to submit to our call for submissions online on Wednesday 18 September 2024,

14:00 – 15:00. You can sign up here. 

In addition, if you want to have a quick one-to-one chat with a staff member at

Just Fair about the call for submissions, you can book a 15 minute slot here. 

The UN Committee’s List of Issues - this includes particular areas that the

Committee has asked for more information on. We will be partially responding to

this in our report (though we’ll also go beyond it).

The UK Government’s response to the UN Committee’s List of Issues 

Our last Submission to UN Committee on Economic, Social & Cultural Rights in

January 2023. We’ll be building on this report. 

Setting the scene - economic, social, and cultural rights in the UK: A companion

guide – this guide highlights the main areas we covered in the report above in a

more accessible way. 

The UK State Party report 2022 – this is the report the UK Government sent the

UN Committee on how they think rights are being met in the UK. 

CESCR Concluding Observations 2016 – this is the report from the UN Committee

from the last time it reviewed the UK Government. 

Tip sheet for CESCR submissions – a range of experts give their ‘top tips’ on

preparing a submission for the UN Committee. 

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in plain

English

Explainer: What are Economic, Social and Cultural Rights?

Our short animations on the following topics: 

What are human rights

Our everyday rights

The power of human rights

 

Useful resources

Support to submit evidence
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjd28aUrjf8bW6YefX0dDomCapJ90pFadWLEA7sNEb7LWPJQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://calendly.com/helen-flynn-justfair/cescr-report-evidence-gathering-1-2-1
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E%2FC.12%2FGBR%2FQ%2F7&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E%2FC.12%2FGBR%2FRQ%2F7&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E%2FC.12%2FGBR%2FRQ%2F7&Lang=en
https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Just-Fair-Report-to-CESCR-PSWG-Jan-2023.pdf
https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Just-Fair-CESCR-Companion-Guide-Jan-2023.pdf
https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Just-Fair-CESCR-Companion-Guide-Jan-2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1076698/icesrc-uk-7-periodic-report-may-2022.pdf
https://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=4slQ6QSmlBEDzFEovLCuW3XRinAE8KCBFoqOHNz%2fvuCC%2bTxEKAI18bzE0UtfQhJkxxOSGuoMUxHGypYLjNFkwxnMR6GmqogLJF8BzscMe9zpGfTXBkZ4pEaigi44xqiL
https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/CESCR-Tip-sheet.pdf
https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/ICESCR-plain-v2.pdf
https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/ICESCR-plain-v2.pdf
https://justfair.sharepoint.com/sites/Work/Shared%20Documents/International%20Monitoring/CESCR%20-%20ICESCR/2025%20review/Call%20for%20evidence/What%20are%20economic%20and%20social%20rights
https://youtu.be/pg3ZGguFPfQ
https://youtu.be/ulpTwJpbI0E
https://youtu.be/EVksZr83OJI


It is important that our report speaks to the reality of rights in the UK, and for this

we need people and organisations to tell us about their experiences. But equally,

we want to be transparent about what submitting can and cannot do. 

This work is unlikely to change people’s lived experience in the short term. Our

report is about presenting evidence to the United Nations and asking them to

recommend changes. We are absolutely committed to working to make change,

but progress will be slow. Below are some reasons why we hope you will join us on

the journey by making submissions to us.

A record 
Our report will create a record and document the experiences of

people and communities in 2024. 

Accountability on
the global stage 

The UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights is one of
several committees of human rights experts examining the human

rights situations in countries across the world. Their review process,
which we will submit a report to, based on evidence received, is an

important international accountability mechanism. Through the review
the UK Government is held to account for actions and inactions, just

like other nations across the world.

Changing the narrative 

Because when we come together to talk about the issues we face as human rights issues, we shift the narrative. 
It reminds us that we are often not alone in the challenges we face and that we should, and can, work together for change. 

It also reminds us that rights violations aren’t the result of us as rights-holders doing the wrong thing – but about duty bearers failing to meet the
obligations they are required to meet by international legal standards. 

Shaping Just Fair’s work
The report we are writing, with the evidence submitted by you, sits at

the very heart of the work Just Fair does and will inform and shape
our work in the coming years. By adding your submission, you are part

of shaping that. 

A global movement
for rights 

Being part of this review is also about being part of a wider movement
of groups pushing for rights across the world – somewhere in the world,

there is probably a group or person with an experience like yours
submitting to their country’s review. The report we write will be

published on the UN website along with those other reports, building
knowledge and awareness on human rights across the world. 

Why submit your evidence?
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What will happen with my submission?
We will use the information people send us to
inform our report to the United Nations
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights. We won’t be able to include every
submission in this report, but we will read and
consider everything we receive. We may also use
your evidence in other reports and submissions
we write – but we will be sure to credit you
properly if we do. 

Will my submission be available publicly?
If you are sending a submission on behalf of an
organisation, or in another professional capacity
we will publish the submission on our website (if
you’ve given us permission to do this). Our UN
report will also be available on the UN website.
If, however, you are sending us a submission as
an individual in a personal capacity we will not
publish this.

All data gathered through this project will be
reported in an anonymised format. It will not
contain your contact details, and any
identifiable information will be removed.
If we want to publish specific sections of the
submission you have sent us, including
quotations, we will seek your specific written
consent before we do so. For more about all of
this, please read our privacy notice.  

What if I change my mind after I submit
evidence?
You can withdraw your submission at any stage
and Just Fair we will delete it from our website.
Just contact us on info@justfair.org.uk to do so.
We want to make sure we always respect your
choices. Please note however that we will not be
able to delete your evidence from our report
once published, but the hyperlinks will no longer
be active. We also cannot revoke a report that
we have already submitted elsewhere - for
example when we submit our report to the UN.

Frequently asked questions
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How can I find out more?
Just Fair will be running an online session to

explain the CESCR process and how to submit to

our call for submissions on Wednesday 18

September 2024, 14:00 – 15:00. You can sign up

here. 

In addition, if you want to have a quick one-to-

one chat with a staff member at Just Fair about

the call for submissions, you can book a 15

minute slot here. 

What should I include in my submission?
We’ve laid out the ways you could structure your

submissions and the areas we would particularly

like to hear about on page 5 ‘How to write your

submission’ – check it out!

 

https://justfair.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Project-Privacy-Notice-CfE-Sep-2024.pdf
mailto:info@justfair.org.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjd28aUrjf8bW6YefX0dDomCapJ90pFadWLEA7sNEb7LWPJQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjd28aUrjf8bW6YefX0dDomCapJ90pFadWLEA7sNEb7LWPJQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjd28aUrjf8bW6YefX0dDomCapJ90pFadWLEA7sNEb7LWPJQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://calendly.com/helen-flynn-justfair/cescr-report-evidence-gathering-1-2-1
https://calendly.com/helen-flynn-justfair/cescr-report-evidence-gathering-1-2-1
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