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Lord Wolfson of Tredegar QC,

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State,

International, Rights and Constitutional Policy Directorate,
UK Government,

102 Petty France,

Westminster,

London,

SW1H 9AJ

Sent to: wolfsond@parliament.uk
Copy to: Elspeth.Rainbow@ Justice.qov.uk

8th December 2021
Dear Lord Wolfson of Tredegar QC

ICESCR Reporting Timetable

We are writing to express our concern at the timetable slippage for the UK
government’s periodic reporting to the United Nations on its compliance with the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR).

We were disappointed that the UK failed to submit its seventh periodic report by 30th
June 2021, in accordance with the reporting guidelines adopted by the Committee in
2008 (E/C.12/2008/2). Whilst we understand that the domestic management of the

1 United Nations, Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Concluding observations on the sixth
periodic report of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 14 July 2016
http://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=4s1Q6QSmIBEDzFEovLCuW3XRinAESKCBFoqOH
Nz%2Fvu
CC%2BTxEKAI18bzEOUtfQhJkxxOSGuoMUXHGYpPYLjNFkwxnMR6GmgogL)F8BzscMe9zpGfTXBkZ4pEaigi44xqil
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global pandemic may have caused a slight delay in the timetable agreed in 2016,
we are alarmed that there appears to be such a significant time gap and the
consequent delays to the UN Committee’s procedural review of the UK’s delivery of
the Concluding Observations as well as addressing new issues, some of which have
emerged since March 2020.

As civil society organisations active on human rights across the four jurisdictions of
the UK, we value the UN process of treaty review and the opportunities for dialogue
with independent experts on remedies for breaches of human rights. Collaboration
with the UK Government is key as the preparatory process is an opportunity to
identify and address the deliberate steps that still require to be taken for the
progressive realisation of rights. Whilst we are currently meeting and active on the
issues in our everyday work, the publication of the UK Government’s submission to
the UN is necessary to expedite agreement of the actions that can be undertaken
now to ensure compliance with ICESCR.

We realise that the business of government has been under huge pressure because
of the impact of COVID 19 but ensuring human rights are respected, protected and
fulfilled must happen in tandem.

We are seeking assurances that the UK report will soon be submitted so the next
stage can be scheduled by the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights. We would also be pleased to receive the timeline you are now working to
for the periodic review. This matter will also be raised by us in publicity celebrating
International Human Rights Day on 10" December.

We look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely,

Dr Koldo Casla,
Director Human Rights Centre Clinic, University of Essex koldo.casla@essex.ac.uk

Chloé Trew
Director, Participation and the Practice of Rights (PPR)
chloe@pprproject.org

Carole Ewart
Convener, Campaign for Freedom of Information in Scotland info@cfois.scot

Jonna Monaghan
Project Coordinator, Northern Ireland Women's European Platform
niwep@btconnect.com

Jess McQualil,
Director, Just Fair jess.mcquail@justfair.org.uk

Eilidh Dickson,
Policy and Parliamentary Manager (Interim Leadership Team), Engender
Eilidh.Dickson@engender.org.uk
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Mhairi Snowden,
Director Human Rights Consortium Scotland info@hrcscotland.org

Robyn Scott,
Communications and Equality Coalition Coordinator,
Committee on the Administration of Justice (CAJ), robyn@caj.org.uk

Peter Hunter,
Regional Manager, UNISON Scotland P.Hunter@unison.co.uk

Conchdr O Muadaigh,
Advocacy Manager, Conradh na Gaeilge conchur@cnag.ie

Pete Ritchie,
Executive Director, Nourish Scotland pete@nourishscotland.org.uk

Patrick Yu
Secretary of NICRE Trustees, patrick@nicre.org

Felix Jakens,
Head of Campaigns, Amnesty UK Felix.Jakens@amnesty.org.uk
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